TOWN OF SEARSMONT, MAINE

REQUEST FOR BIDS
TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH REMOVAL

Project: Roadside Tree Trimming and Brush Removal
Location: Fowles Road and Thompson Ridge Road
Town: Searsmont, Maine
BID DUE DATE

Sealed bids must be received at the Searsmont Town Office no later than 12:00 Noon on September
21, 2026.

Bids received after the deadline may be rejected.

The Town of Searsmont reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids and to waive any informalities
in the bidding process when it is determined to be in the best interest of the Town.

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Town of Searsmont is requesting bids from qualified contractors to perform roadside tree trimming,
brush removal, and associated cleanup. The purpose of this work is to improve roadway safety and
provide adequate clearance for tall vehicles, commercial vehicles, emergency vehicles, and winter
snowplowing operations.

Work locations are the full length of Fowles Road, the west side of Thompson Ridge Road from Route 3 to
Borough Road, and the west side of Thompson Ridge Road from CMP Pole #21 to the bridge.

Work shall be performed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Maine Department of
Transportation (MaineDOT) Standard Specifications, March 2026 Edition, including Section 201, Clearing
Right-of-Way, as applicable to the work.

2. AREAS OF WORK
A. Fowles Road

The full length of Fowles Road within the Town of Searsmont. Tree trimming and brush removal shall be
performed as necessary to provide safe passage for tall vehicles, emergency vehicles, and snowplows and
to prevent vegetation from interfering with roadway maintenance.

B. Thompson Ridge Road — Route 3 to Borough Road

The west side of Thompson Ridge Road from Route 3 to Borough Road. Tree trimming and brush removal
shall be performed within the designated work area to provide adequate clearance and improve safe
passage and winter maintenance operations.

C. Thompson Ridge Road — CMP Pole #21 to the Bridge
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The west side of Thompson Ridge Road from CMP Pole #21 to the bridge. Tree trimming and brush
removal shall be performed within the designated work area to provide adequate clearance for tall vehicles
and snowplows.

3. TREE TRIMMING REQUIREMENTS

Tree trimming shall be performed by personnel experienced in roadside tree trimming and shall minimize
damage to trees designated to remain.

Branches extending over the traveled way shall be trimmed to provide a minimum clear height of 20 feet
above the road and shoulder, consistent with applicable MaineDOT Section 201 requirements.

Remove dead, broken, diseased, or hazardous branches within the designated work area.

Remove branches that interfere with the safe passage of tall vehicles and snowplows.

Trim branches extending into the roadway or shoulder area.

Perform cuts in a professional manner using accepted tree-trimming practices.

Avoid unnecessary damage to trees, utility poles, signs, drainage structures, mailboxes, fences, and
other property.

Preserve trees and vegetation specifically designated by the Town to remain.

Do not remove any tree larger than or different from those specifically designated for removal without
prior approval from the Town.
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4. BRUSH REMOVAL

Brush, bushes, small trees, saplings, vines, and other vegetation within the designated work limits that
interfere with safe roadway use shall be cut and removed as directed by the Town. Brush shall be cut
sufficiently low to prevent it from immediately interfering with roadway maintenance operations. The
contractor shall not disturb existing drainage ditches, culverts, shoulders, or roadway surfaces except as
specifically authorized by the Town.

5. CLEARING LIMITS

The Town will identify or approve the limits of work in the field. The contractor shall verify the work limits
with the Town's designated representative before beginning cutting operations. No cutting, trimming, or
removal shall occur outside the approved work limits without authorization from the Town representative.

6. UTILITY COORDINATION

The contractor shall exercise particular care around utility poles, overhead wires, communication lines, and
other utility infrastructure. Work around energized electrical lines shall be performed only by properly
qualified personnel and in accordance with all applicable laws, regulations, and safety requirements.

7. TRAFFIC CONTROL AND SAFETY

The contractor shall maintain safe passage for the traveling public. Traffic control shall be provided as
necessary and shall conform to applicable MaineDOT requirements and the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD). Equipment, materials, brush, logs, and debris shall not be left in the traveled
way or shoulder in a manner that creates a hazard.
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8. DEBRIS REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL

All' branches, brush, trees, logs, and other debris generated by the contractor's work shall be removed from
the roadway and roadside. The contractor shall be responsible for lawful disposal or processing unless
otherwise directed by the Town. Upon completion, the roadway and roadside areas shall be left clean and
safe.

9. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

The contractor shall conduct operations to prevent unnecessary erosion, sedimentation, pollution, or
damage to drainage facilities and adjacent property. No disposal of vegetation or project debris shall occur
in wetlands, streams, drainage channels, or other environmentally sensitive areas.

10. CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY

The contractor shall furnish all labor, supervision, equipment, tools, traffic-control devices, fuel,
transportation, and other materials necessary to complete the work. The contractor shall be responsible for
safe operation of equipment and for the safety of employees, subcontractors, and the traveling public. The
contractor shall maintain appropriate insurance and workers' compensation coverage as required by Maine
law.

11. INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE

The Town of Searsmont or its designated representative may inspect the work during and upon
completion. The contractor shall correct, at no additional cost to the Town, work that does not conform to
this Request for Bids. Final acceptance shall be made by the Town after completion and cleanup.

12. BID SUBMISSION

Bidders shall submit a lump-sum price to complete all work described. The bid price shall include all labor,
equipment, mobilization, traffic control, trimming, cutting, brush removal, loading, hauling, disposal,
cleanup, and other costs necessary to complete the project. Contractors are encouraged to inspect the
project locations before submitting a bid.

13. BID FORM
Contractor Name:

Contact Person:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Total Lump-Sum Bid: $

By signing below, the bidder certifies that they have reviewed the requirements of this Request for Bids,
have had the opportunity to inspect the work locations, and agree to perform the work in accordance with
the requirements stated herein.
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Authorized Signature:

Printed Name:

Title:

Date:

14. BID DELIVERY
Sealed bids shall be clearly marked:

TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH REMOVAL BID

Town of Searsmont
Searsmont Town Office
Searsmont, Maine

Bid Deadline: September 21, 2026 at 12:00 Noon

15. BASIS OF SPECIFICATIONS

This Request for Bids is intended to incorporate the applicable requirements of the MaineDOT Standard
Specifications, March 2026 Edition, including Section 201, Clearing Right-of-Way, as applicable to tree

trimming, selective clearing, vegetation removal, preservation of designated vegetation, and disposal of
resulting material.

Where this Request for Bids establishes a project-specific requirement, the project-specific requirement
shall apply. The contractor shall also comply with applicable MaineDOT standard details, traffic-control

requirements, safety requirements, utility requirements, and all applicable federal, state, and local
regulations.

TOWN OF SEARSMONT, MAINE
By:

Name/Title:

Date:
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