Introduction

Searsmont is a town where the land isn’t just admired—it’s worked, respected, and central to daily life.
From rolling fields and dense forests to the Georges River, Searsmont’s identity has always been rooted
in the productive use of its natural resources. Homes, farms, and businesses are nestled within the
surrounding landscape, reflecting a lifestyle built on hard work, resourcefulness, and respect for nature.
Though only a few farms remain today, farming continues to be an important part of Searsmont’s
heritage and tradition of self-reliance.

Rising costs have made it increasingly harder for the local working class to compete with the higher
wages of management professionals and remote workers. We want to ensure Searsmont remains a
place local workers can afford to live while embracing new residents. To achieve this, the Town must
protect Searsmont from development that strips away its character: the community wants to preserve
the look and feel of a place where community-rooted industries and affordable living define the
landscape. By prioritizing slow, measured growth, maintaining local industry, and keeping the town’s
traditions intact, Searsmont seeks to preserve a balanced, hardworking community that values
craftsmanship, affordability, industry, and connection to the land.

At the heart of this working relationship with nature is Robbins Lumber, a family-owned mill that has
operated in Searsmont for generations. The mill is not just an employer but a cornerstone of the
community, reflecting the town’s heritage of forestry and sustainable land stewardship. Robbins
Lumber’s careful management of local timberland ensures the forests that define Searsmont remain
healthy and productive for future generations, demonstrating that industry and conservation can go
hand in hand.

As development occurs, there is always a risk of overexploitation of natural resources. Overdevelopment
can lead to the loss of wildlife habitats, soil erosion, and water quality issues. It is crucial for Searsmont
to strike a balance between sustainable land management and thoughtful development when
considering future land use. The town places great value on the deep connection long-time residents,
local industries, and landowners have with both the land and the community. Many of these individuals,
some who have lived in Searsmont for generations, take immense pride in their land and approach its
management with a sense of stewardship and respect.

At the same time, there is concern that incoming residents and new development may not fully align
with Searsmont’s traditions of self-reliance and minimal town services. The town’s identity is built on
resourcefulness and community-driven solutions, where neighbors support one another rather than
relying on extensive municipal infrastructure. Future development must integrate Searsmont’s values
rather than imposing demands for services that could erode its rural character.

Searsmont must also address challenges that come with minimal regulation and oversight. While the
town values self-reliance and the autonomy of individual landowners, there is concern that developers
or a few individuals may take advantage of this approach, engaging in practices harmful to the



environment—such as improper waste disposal, unregulated construction, or unsustainable resource
extraction. These actions can lead to long-term damage to the land, ecosystem, and particularly
waterways that are central to Searsmont’s identity.

This future land use plan is intended to address these concerns: encouraging responsible land use and
environmental stewardship while proposing balanced regulations that safeguard the community’s
natural resources and rural character. Minimal, well-targeted land use policies can act as a safeguard
against harmful practices without imposing burdensome restrictions that undermine the town’s culture
of independence.

In Searsmont, the land provides, and the people give back through their labor and care. This enduring
partnership between community and nature defines the town, offering a way of life where working the
land is more than an occupation—it’s a shared heritage and a promise to the future.
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Searsmont is a town where the land isn’t just admired—it’s worked, respected, and central to daily life.
From the rolling fields and dense forests to the Georges River, Searsmont’s identity has always been
rooted in the productive use of its natural resources. Homes, farms, and businesses are nestled within
the surrounding landscape, reflecting a lifestyle built on hard work, resourcefulness, and respect for
nature’s rhythms. Though only a few farms remain today, farming continues to be an important part of
Searsmont’s heritage, embodying the town’s enduring connection to the land and its traditions of self-
reliance.

At the heart of this working relationship with nature is Robbins Lumber, a family-owned mill that has
operated in Searsmont for generations. The mill is not just an employer but a cornerstone of the
community, reflecting the town’s heritage of forestry and sustainable land stewardship. Robbins
Lumber’s careful management of local timberland ensures the forests that define Searsmont remain
healthy and productive for future generations, demonstrating that industry and conservation can go
hand in hand.

Beyond the mill, many in Searsmont continue to work the land in other ways—whether it’s farming,
gardening, raising livestock, woodcutting, small-scale forestry, or crafting goods. This relationship with
the land isn’t just practical; it’s deeply cultural, shaping the town’s rhythms and values. The land
provides more than a living—it fosters a sense of connection to the community and the earth itself. The
focus is on sustainability and self-reliance, where every effort contributes to both the livelihood of the
people and the preservation of the natural world.

Searsmont’s identity as a town rooted in practical, hardworking traditions has shaped its robust trades
community. Searsmont’s skilled tradespeople—mechanics, loggers, millworkers, electricians,
earthworkers, contractors, and machinists—serve the broader region, providing essential services to
maintain the infrastructure and industries that sustain local life and support the seasonal rhythms of the
Midcoast. These trades sustain the local economy and reflect the town’s historical emphasis on
craftsmanship, resourcefulness, and self-sufficiency.



As rising costs make it harder for local tradespeople to compete with higher wages of management
professionals and remote workers, there is a growing commitment to ensure Searsmont’s way of life
embraces new residents but isn’t overtaken by developments that strip away its character. The
community wants to preserve the aesthetic of a place where local industries and affordable living define
the landscape, avoiding the shift toward a town reliant solely on outside employers, remote work, or
transient residents. By prioritizing sustainable growth, maintaining local industry, and keeping the
town’s traditions intact, Searsmont seeks to preserve a balanced, hardworking community that values
craftsmanship, affordability, industry, and connection to the land.

As development occurs, there is always a risk of overexploitation of natural resources. Overdevelopment
can lead to the loss of wildlife habitats, soil erosion, and water quality issues. Therefore, it is crucial for
Searsmont to strike a balance between sustainable land management and thoughtful development
when considering future land use. The town places great value on the deep connection long-time
residents and landowners have with both the land and the community. Many of these individuals, some
who have lived in Searsmont for generations, take immense pride in their land and approach its
management with a sense of stewardship rooted in a respect for the land that has been worked for
generations.

At the same time, there is concern that incoming residents and new developments may not fully align
with Searsmont’s traditions of self-reliance and minimal town services. The town’s identity is built on
resourcefulness and community-driven solutions, where neighbors support one another rather than
relying on extensive municipal infrastructure. Future development must integrate with Searsmont’s
values rather than imposing demands for services that could erode its rural character.

Searsmont must also address challenges that come with minimal regulation and oversight. While the

town values self-reliance and the autonomy of individual landowners, there is concern that a few may
take advantage of this approach, engaging in practices harmful to the environment—such as improper
waste disposal, unregulated construction, or unsustainable resource extraction. These actions can lead
to long-term damage to the land, waterways, and ecosystems that are central to Searsmont’s identity.

To address these concerns, Searsmont must find ways to encourage responsible land use and
environmental stewardship while embracing balanced regulations that safeguard the community’s
natural resources and rural character. Minimal, well-targeted land use policies can act as a safeguard
against harmful practices, such as improper waste disposal, unregulated construction,
overdevelopment, or overexploitation of resources, without imposing burdensome restrictions that
undermine the town’s culture of independence.

By promoting community-driven solutions, education, and collaboration, alongside carefully crafted
policies, the town can ensure that development aligns with its conservation values and long-standing
traditions. Fostering a shared understanding of Searsmont’s character —rooted in self-reliance, respect
for the land, and a sense of stewardship—will guide growth in a way that strengthens the community.
This balanced approach will protect Searsmont’s resources while preserving the independence and
resilience that define its identity.

In Searsmont, the land provides, and the people give back through their labor and care. This enduring
partnership between community and nature defines the town, offering a way of life where working the
land is more than an occupation—it’s a shared heritage and a promise to the future.






