Town of Searsmont
Planning Board Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2025
6:30 PM

1. Call to order: The meeting of the Planning Board convened at 6:31 pm. These minutes are a
summary of the Board’s discussions. A recording of this meeting is available at the Town
office.

2. Roll Call - Members Present:

Christian Halsted, Chair Others:

John Lightner, Vice Chair Patricia Chapman, PB Clerk (on Teams)
Sarah Crosby

Jack DeGraff

Evie deFrees

3. Public Comments: None.
4. Applications: None.

5. Approval of Minutes:
a. J. DeGraff made a motion to accept the meeting minutes from September 2" as
written, J. Lightner seconded. Motion passed 5 in favor, 0 opposed.

6. Treasurer’s report: None.

7. Communications:
a. CEO report:
i. C. Halsted was expecting an application for the property discussed last meeting
on Levenseller Pond, but W. Wetmore visited the site and found some issues.
There was a deck that had been built on the house without a permit.
b. Permit spreadsheet: W. Wetmore updated the building permit spreadsheet.
i. There are 4 or 5 new permits listed for porches and additions.
ii. There are normally 40-50 permits per year.
iii. Some are highlighted but we aren’t sure what that means. Possibly identifying
ones that have or have not been paid for.

8. Committee Reports: None.
9. Old Business: None.

10.New Business: None.
a. Are there are any LUO topics that the board wants to work on this winter?
i. C. Halsted has received suggestions from board members.
1. Do we need to revisit a noise ordinance and/or noise issues?
ii. We can review the list of future topics that was previously created. (P.
Chapman will share access to this document with all Planning Board members.)
b. There have not been any updates on the Comp Plan.



https://searsmont.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PlanningBoardCEO/_layouts/15/Doc2.aspx?action=edit&sourcedoc=%7B55bd6637-9b51-4504-ad9c-fbf8077cf9ea%7D&wdOrigin=TEAMS-WEB.teamsSdk_ns.rwc&wdExp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdhostclicktime=1759877558390&web=1

i. There was a deadline in August or September for submitting a draft to the State
of Maine.

ii. The committee is waiting for a response from the state on the draft.

1. The process A. Philson and the committee were working on is on hold
until there is a response from the state.

2. If the State approves the plan, it comes back to the town for a final vote.
A warrant article would need to be prepared. The deadline for a warrant
is usually in February.

3. Once approved, there will be items in the plan that the Planning Board
needs to discuss that will need to be added to the list of topics above.

4. The state has been reorganizing departments again. The Municipal
Planning Assistance Program is moving from ACF to the Maine Office of
Community Assistance.

c. Salt/Shed property:

i. Has the purchase been completed?

ii. There was a local article about the town trying to acquire more of the land,
questions about closing costs, and the DEP questioning what would happen to
trash over the winter.

iii. There was some discussion about trash pickup service and whether the cost
would be similar to having a transfer station. There are some roads that the
trash companies will not drive down.

d. S. Crosby has a lot of material from previous discussions about a wind power
ordinance.

i. Is there a place in the office where that should be stored?

ii. The town commissioned a noise analysis — not just about wind power.

iii. There was an article about Searsmont being approached about sponsoring a
solar farm (they opted out).

1. Have solar farms been adequately addressed in the LUO?

2. Some state requirements have changed since it was discussed.

3. When the town (Selectmen) are approached for something like this, what
is the process for approval? When or how would the townspeople be
made aware of the offer and/or answer?

iv. All of the historical material can be scanned and stored in the Board’s
SharePoint site. S. Crosby will sort through it and submit the documents that
should be saved to C. Halsted who will coordinate the scanning.

11.Adjournment: J. DeGraff made a motion to adjourn, seconded by C. Halsted. Motion passed
by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed and the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Patricia Chapman, Planning Board Clerk

J. DeGraff made a motion at the November 4" meeting to accept the minutes from the October 7t
meeting as written, E. deFrees seconded. Motion passed 5 in favor, 2 abstentions (J. Robbins & J.
Thurston ), 0 opposed.



